
UNIT 5

Content
a) Vocabulary
- Natural phenomena

- Adverbs

b) Grammar

- Past continuous: affirmative, negative and questions


- Past simple / Past continuous


- A narrative. One day, then, later, in the end. 

VOCABULARY.  NATURAL PHENOMENA
- Hurricane, earthquake, tsunami, storm, tornado, wildlife, flood, avalanche, landslide, volcano, thunder, lightning, hailstone.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oZP5odAwdKs
http://www.ecenglish.com/learnenglish/lessons/in-news-natural-disasters
In the news: natural disasters
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Mon, 09/29/2008 - 00:00 — Chris McCarthy 

· Vocabulary 


    
Mother nature can be a bit scary at times. When she is angry she can use her amazing powers to create destruction and chaos on our little planet. These days there seem to be more and more occurrences of natural disasters happening around the world.

Let's take a look at the names of the natural disasters that we can see on the news:

Avalanche


    
An avalanche is the large movement of snow down the side of a mountain. They occur when the snow becomes too loose and as it slides down it mixes with air and water to cause a powerful and dangerous disaster.

Drought


    
A drought happens when there has been no rain in a place for a long time. The land becomes too dry and it impossible to grow any plants or vegetables on the land. Droughts sometimes occur in very hot countries. A drought may result in a famine; this is when there is not enough food to feed the people and they start to starve (die from not eating).

Earthquake


    
An earthquake occurs when the plates of the earth start to move and the ground begins to move and shake. Earthquakes can range from the very big (which can destroy cities) to the very small (which you might not even notice). The size of earthquakes is measured on the Richter scale.

Flood


    
A flood occurs when a large amount of water covers the land. Too much rain usually causes floods. Floods also happen when the water level in a river becomes too high. As sea levels continue to rise, the risk of flooding increases.

Forest fire / Wildfire


    
Usually during a hot, dry summer forest fires occur. They may be started by people or by lightning in storms. These huge fires spread easily because of wind and the dry conditions. California has a forest fire season when the risk of fires is high.

Hurricane / Typhoon


    
A hurricane, which originally means 'big wind', is most likely to occur in late summer in America. They are caused by low air pressure and thunderstorms and result in strong winds and heavy rain. When they happen in the Atlantic Ocean we call them hurricanes; however, they are called Typhoons when they happen in the Pacific Ocean.

Landslide


    
A landslide happens on a slope like a mountain or a hill. The rocks and earth become loose and fall down the slope. When soil on the slope is wet, a mudslide may occur.

Lightning


    
Lightning occurs when electricity comes down from the sky and hits the ground. A lightning strike can typically be 30,000 °C and travel at 60,000 miles per second. Thunder is the loud sound that we hear soon after a flash of lightning.

Tornado


    
A tornado, which is casually known as a twister, is a very large column of wind that spins around very quickly. Tornadoes happen in most places around the world, but are most common in America. The power of a Tornado can cause the winds to destroy houses and pick up and throw heavy items.

Volcanic eruptions


    
When a volcano erupts it sends hot red lava flowing from its top. Lava is a type of liquid rock that when cools turns back into rock. Lava is Magma which comes from below the crust of the earth. Eruptions are caused by the plates of the earth moving and the pressure makes magma push up through the cracks in the earth.

Link: Upper Int. Reading Exercise
1. 4 skiers are missing after the ___ in the Alps.

2. After the ___ all the houses were left under water.

3. High buildings are often hit by ___ during storms.

4. It took fire fighters 3 days to put out the ___ . 

5. 3 months without rain has caused a ___ in Africa.

6. A ___ occurs when loose land and rocks fall down a mountain.
7. The ___ picked up the car and threw it 100 meters into the air. That's an incredibly strong wind!
8. A big storm in the Pacific is known as a ___. 
9. The ___ shook my house last night. It was 3.5 on the Richter scale.
10. Mount Fuji in Japan is a famous ___.
ADVERBS
http://www.myenglishpages.com/site_php_files/grammar-lesson-adverbs.php
Adverbs
What are adverbs? 

An adverb is a word that modifies verbs, adjectives and other adverbs.

Adverbs vs Adjectives 

The difference between an adverb and an adjective is the following: 

· An adjective modifies a noun.
Example:
"John is tall." (The adjective tall modifies the noun John) 

· An adverb modifies a verb, an adjective or another adverb. 
Examples:
"That idea is simply ridiculous." (The adverb simply modifies the adjective ridiculous)
"She sings nicely." (The adverb nicely modifies the verb sing) 
"She did it really well." (the adverb really modifies the adverb well) 

Read the passage:

	Mrs Smith immediately called the police when she saw the criminals assaulting the poor boy aggressively. It was the most horrible scene that she had ever witnessed in her life. She had always lived peacefully in that neighborhood. No one had ever disturbed her quiet nights there. 


The words " immediately, aggressively, peacefully, ever, always, there" are adverbs. 

What are the different types of adverbs?

Basically, most adverbs tell you how, in what way, when, where, and to what extent something is done. In other words, they describe the manner, place, or time of an action. Here are some examples: 

· He speaks quietly. ( quietly is an adverb of manner.) 

· I live here. (here is an adverb of place.) 

· We'll leave tomorrow . (tomorrow is an adverb of time.) 

· She never sleeps late . (never is an adverb of frequency.) 

Adverb rules:

1. Regular adverbs: 

Adverbs in English often end in -ly. 

These adverbs are formed by adding -ly to the end of an adjective:

	Adjective + ly 


Examples: 

	Adjective 
	Adverb 

	slow 
	slowly 

	beautiful 
	beautifully 

	careful 
	carefully 

	violent 
	violently 


Spelling rules:
· true → truly (the silent e is dropped and add ly) 
· happy → happily ( y becomes i and add ly.) 
· possible → possibly (e after a consonant is dropped and ly is added.) 
· full → fully (after ll and add y is added.) 
· fanatic → fanatically (after adjectives ending in -ic add -ally - there is an exception: public-publicly) 

2. Exceptions: 

However, this is not the only way to form an adverb. Many adverbs do not end in -ly.
This is a list of adverbs that don't follow the rule: 

	Adjective 
	Adverb 

	fast 
	fast 

	hard 
	hard 

	late
	late

	early
	early

	daily
	daily


Some adjectives change their form when they become adverbs: 

	adjective
	adverb

	good
	well


3. Things to remember: 

Many words are not adverbs although they end in -ly. Here are examples of adjectives that end in -ly.

Examples:

· a kindly teacher 

· a lonely girl 

· an elderly person 

· a friendly policeman 

To decide whether a word is an adverb ask questions with how, where and when.
· How does James speak Spanish? He speaks Spanish fluently. 
· Where do the kids play soccer? They play soccer here. 
· When did she write the email to her husband? She wrote the email immediately. 

The position of adverbs in sentences

http://www.englisch-hilfen.de/en/grammar/adverbs_position.htm
We can put adverbs in different positions in sentences. There are three main positions but also a lot of exceptions.

In English we never put an adverb between the verb and the object.

	We often play handball. - CORRECT 
	WRONG: We play often handball.


The three main positions of adverbs in English sentences

1) Adverb at the beginning of a sentence

Unfortunately, we could not see Mount Snowdon.

2) Adverb in the middle of a sentence

The children often ride their bikes.

3) Adverb at the end of a sentence

Andy reads a comic every afternoon. 

More than one adverb at the end of a sentence 

If there are more adverbs at the end of a sentence, the word order is normally:

Manner - Place - Time

Peter sang the song happily in the bathroom yesterday evening.


