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OUR PROBLEMS WITH CARS
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The problem of cars in the city :

The urban expansion and the increase of the motorization have caused aj increase
in the use of car.

Some of the most importants problems are :

Atmospheric contamination : The cars are the main cause of damage of the
quality in the air that we breathe. The ministry of the environmental conservation
calculate that in Spain die every year prematurely 16,000 persons because of

the poor quality of poer of air.
4

Loss of autonomy of children: The lack of safe streets, dominated by automobiles,
]imitigg their mobility and autonomy. Children can not exercise their right to walk
alone through the city, way to shcool.
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are not safe playing on the streets.

Climate Change: The car is responsible for 83% of CO2 emissions from transport.
This proportion increases significantly in urban areas. In total, half of transport
emissions that contribute to climate change, occur in urban areas.

Accidents: in 2003 there were 919 deaths from accidents in urban areas. Children
and elderly are the main victims.

We think that in the future, the most important vehicle will be the bike because it’s aot”
pcﬁutant and it is better to do exercise.
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e THE BIGGEST PROBLEMS WITH CARS
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> | (1/Batery Trouble:
-3, In general, batteries should last for three to five years. But that time can be much shorter if you
‘C | drive a lot in high heat or extreme cold. To avoid getting stranded by a dead battery, make sure to
&_| have your battery checked during any safety inspection or other visit to a dealer or mechanic's shop,
‘“  Bennett advises especially if the battery is at least 3 years old. Some warning sign: dim headlights
« or interior lights and power windows that react more slowly than usual.
bz | 2: Engine Trouble:
"~ | This heading covers a multitude of specific problems, of course. But most often it starts with a
= problem such as a broken hose leaking coolant, leading to an overheated engine.
. E 3: Transmission Problems:
Speaking of transmissions: Spotting such problems in a modern, computerized car has become
S trickier. What was readily identifiable as a slipping transmission in earlier vehicle generations can
Z now actually be a problems with sensors or engine control software instead. Nonetheless, if you do
= feel slipping or a jerk when you put the automatic transmission into gear, get the transmission

checked out. And be sure that, during any kind of routine maintenance, your dealer or mechanic
checks all fluids, including transmission fluid.

4: Brake Trouble:

Nothing is more crucial to your safety than your brakes. Be sure to get your brake pads and rotors
checked at least twice a year. The brake fluid needs to be changed every two to three years,
depending on recommendations in your owner's manual. Trouble signs: pulling to one side when
you hit the brakes, squeaking or grinding noises and a brake pedal that feels too soft.

5: Running Out of Gas:
What can I say here except: Don't be stupid. If you take your chances on reaching that next gas
station, you will probably end up regretting it.
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Top 8 reasons motorists call AAA

Posted: Sep 07, 2011 8:58 PM
Upssted: Sep 07, 2011 903 P

CLEVELAND, OH (WOIO)

"Worst-Case Scenarios: 8
Biggest Car-Breakdown Headaches

By Jerry Edgerton | CBS MoneyWatch

Imagine: Its after dark and you have to pull o the road in unfamiliar teritory
because your car just stopped running. YouVe just become a statistic: In any
given year, A#A gets about 30 milion calls for help from motorists stuck along
a roadway somewhere.

The reasons are as numerous as there are parts in a car. But eight specific car
problems accountfor the bulk of those calls. One, of course, is auto accidents,
after which drivers often callin for a tow — but apart from trying to drive safely,
no one can really prepare for that contingency. The rest of the list, however,
offers some lessons for the rest of us drivers.

‘Timely maintenance is key for almost al of the following automotive
headaches. “The bestthing anyone can o for a vehicle is regular
maintenance,” says David Bennett, manager of automotive programs at the
national office of AAA “Nobody can foresee all problems, but regular
maintenance improves your chances of avoiding trouble. i

Other than accidents, here are the seven most common reasons for being
stranded by the side of the road

1. Battery Trouble

In general, batteries should lastfor three to five years. But that ime can be much shorter if you drive a lotin high
heat or exireme cold. To avoid getting stranded by a dead battery, make sure to have your battery checked during any
safety inspection or other visitto a dealer or mechanic's shop, Bennett advises — especiallyif the battery is at least
3 years old. Some waming sign: dim headlights or interior lights and power windows that react more slowly than
usual
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4. Transmission Problems

‘Speaking of ransmissions: Spotting such problems in a modern, computerized car has become trickier What was
readilyidentifiable s a slipping transmission in earlier vehicle generations can now actually be a problems with
‘sensors or engine control software instead. Nonetheless, f you o feel slipping o a jerk when you putthe.
‘automatic ransmission into gear, get the transmission checked out. And be sure that, during any kind of routine.
maintenance, your dealer or mechanic checks all flids, including transmission fluid.

5. Brake Trouble

Nothing is more crucial to your safety than your brakes. Be sure to get your brake pads and rotors checked atleast
twice a year The brake fluid needs to be changed every two to three years, depending on recommendations in your
‘owners manual. Trouble signs: pulling to one side when you hitthe brakes, squeaking or grinding noises and a
brake pedal that feels too soft.
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